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Couufy  Ins^eclicu  Staff,  1915. 


Chief  Medical  Oijircr  : 
Meuf.duh  Young,  M.!").,  D.TMI. 
(County  ^iloilical  OlFicer  of  Healtli). 


Assistniit  Medical  Officers  : 

West  Cljoshire  ; — Leoinali)  Lawkence,  M.D.,  D.P  H. 

East  Cheshire: — 11.  W.  Macpiier.<on,  M. D.,  D.P.H. 

(Now  on  Active  Service). 

Noi'th  Cheshire  : — Jean  1’.  Shaw,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P. II. 

South  Chcsliire  : — Maucauet  G.  Ormiston,  M.A.,  M.E.,  Ch.B. 


School  Nurses : 

Miss  C.  Tuucan.  Miss  M.  Venables. 

Miss  E.  I’ritcii.vrd.  Miss  E.  Woodall. 

Miss  E.  J.  Sutherland.  Miss  E.  Hughes, 

District  Nurses : 

Twelve  (part-iimc). 


Lecturer  in  Sick  Nursing  : 
Miss  Hawke.s. 


Chief  Clerk  : 

Vincent  O’Connor 

(Clerk  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health). 

Offices : 

43,  Foregate  Street,  Chester. 


Telephone  : — 1017,  Chesteh. 


INTRODUCTION. 


43,  Fokkoate  Street, 

Chester, 

May,  1916. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

}'Jlc?HCntary  Education  Suh-Committee. 

\ 

Mr.  CuAiRjrAN,  Ladies  akd  Gentlemen, 

I liavc  tlio  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  work  of 
medical  inspection  of  school  children  for  tho  >car  1916.  You 
are  all  aware  of  tho  trying  conditions  under  which  this  work 
has  been  carried  on  and  I feel  sure  that  you  will  view  syra- 

I 

pathetically  any  shortcomings. 

'fiiis  report  has  purposely  been  curtailed  so  that  under 
most  headings  merely  a brief  statement  of  what  has  been  done 
is  presented.  Considering  the  changes  in  the  staff  and  the 
strain  on  administration  I think  tho  results  achieved  arc 
entirely  satisfactory.  For  obvious  reasons  I have  not 
advocated  any  additions  to  tlie  present  scheme  but  only  a 
rc-casting  of  tlie  duties  of  tho  School  Nurses. 

1 must  again  exprcs.s  my  grateful  thanks  to  your  Com- 
mittee and  to  all  my  colleagues  and  brother-officials,  including 
the  large  body  of  Teaclmrs,  for  assistance  in  the  vaxious 
raniillcations  of  tho  work  of  medical  inspection  and  ticatment. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  olx'dicnt  Servant, 

MFHEDITII  YOUNG, 

School  Medical  Officer. 


Cbcshirc  County  Council. 


AUHUAL  REPORT 


OF  THR 

% 

CHIEF  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER, 

19  15. 


General  Remarks. 

I have  omitted  any  special  roferenoo  to  general  adminis- 
tration, attendance  of  parents,  assistance  of  teachers, 
objections  to  inspection,  &c.,  as  these  matters  remain  prac- 
tically as  in  previous  years.  Medical  inspection  is,  I find, 
being  acoe]»tcd,  as  it  was  anticipated  from  the  first  it  ^YOuld 
be,  as  an  integral  part  of  the  school  riffime. 

Extent  and  Scope  of  Medical  Inspection. 


There  have  been  the  following  examinations  made:  — 

Entrants 

7,032 

Leavers 

6,621 

Intermediate  Group 

4,237 

Special  Cases 

1,258 

Rc-Examinations 

\ 

2,444 

Total 

...  21,592 

I consider  that  under  the  conditions  present  those  figures 
are  entirely  satisfactory.  The  following  Table  shows  the  way 
in  which  the  above  gross  numbers  have  been  made  up : — 


Table  I. — Shewing  Classification  of  Children  Medically  Inspected  during  1915. 

(A.)  “Code”  Groups.  (B.)  Groups  other  than  “Code. 


6 


c 

i 

3.2 

Y *-1 

1 1186 

1258 

2444 

Special 

Cartes. 

& 

UO 

rH 

s 

00 

in 

CM 

rH 

. 0 , 

c .fi  5 f: 

>-  gOa 

g 

0 

rH 

CM 

r- 

co 

CM 

C d 
ct  •♦J 

0 

OH 

CO 

CO 

c> 

CO 

0 

1 

13653 

Leavers. 

•4^ 

0 

H 

t~4 

CO 

CO 

0 

CO 

CO 

rH 

M 

CO 

CO 

aC  ?_ 

-*j  to 

o< 

t-^ 

CO 

*H 

l> 

CM 

rS 

05 

CO 

0 

0 

rH 

CO 

CO 

rH 

CO 

CD 

CJ 

0 

T-^ 

CM 

CO 

o> 

CO 

0 

0 

CM 

ca 

f~< 

<7> 

CO 

W 

0 

CM 

rH 

CM 

C7) 

in 

C^l 

f-i 

rH 

0 

V 

rH 

0 

r-i 

CO 

o> 

CM 

rH 

a 

K 

<! 

S 

S5 

w 

\ 

Total. 

CO 

rH 

CO 

CO 

CO 

fH 

CO 

CM 

CO 

0 

C- 

0 w 

rS  gL 

m 

CM 

CO 

CM 

m 

fH 

in 

<0 

CO 

CO 

8 

in 

fH 

10 

0 

in 

r-l 

fH 

rH 

TT 

rH 

rH 

CO 

CO 

CM 

CM 

0 

CM 

0 

a> 

cr> 

00 

10 

. 

rH 

t- 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

: 

. 

: 

00 

CD 

0 

to 

w 

•3 

0 

Ph 

g* 

U* 

0 

Table  II. — Shewing  Children  examined  and  classified  according  to  Districts 
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Table  shewing  Children  examined  and  classified  according  to  Districts — Confinved. 
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Altrinohnm  and  Bowdon  ... 

■Vshton-undor-Lyne  and  ... 

Stockport 

nobinfjtou  and  Noston 
Ohostcr  Union  ... 

Goiiffloton 

Uoylake  and  West  Kirby  ... 
Ivimt-ford  and  Wilinslow.. 
Lymm 

Macclesfield  and  Hayfiold 
N'antwicli  Union 

Xortbwich  and  District  ... 
Ituucoin  Rural 

Runcorn  Urban 

Sale  & Asbton-upon-Mersey 

i’arvin  and  Wbitchurch  ... 
Winsford  and  Middle wich 

Total  for  Girls 

Total  for  Boys 

Grand  Total 
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notices  of  Defect  sent  to  Parents. 

In  7,973  instance's  notices  vero  sent  to  parents  asking 
thorn  to  have  some  defect  or  defects  remedied. 


Re-Examinations. 

These  numlxnvd  2,414,  viz.,  1,186  boys  and  1,258  girls. 
As  this  is  a very  important  section  of  the  work  every  endeavour 
has  becui  made  to  maintain  its  activity.  The  figures  for  the 
previous  year  were:  — 

Total  Children  Rc-Eiamiued  ...  2733  ) Boys  1358 

j Girls  1375 

Cost  of  Medical  Inspection. 

I am  obliged  to  tlio  County  Accountant  for  the  following 
statement  which  refers  to  the  year  April  1st,  1915,  to  March 
31st,  1916:  — 


Payments — 

^Proportion  of  Salary  of  Chief  Medical  Officer.. 

E.xpenses  of  Chief  Medical  Officer  ... 
■^Proportion  of  Salaries  of  AssisUuit  Medical 
Officers 

■’''Expenses  of  Assistant  Medical  Officers 
Salaries  of  School  Nurses 
Expenses  of  School  Nurses  (including  uniform 
and  bicycle) 

District  Nurses — Special  Fees 
Printing,  Books  and  Stationery 
I’ostages  and  Carriage,  A'c. 

Proportion  of  Office  Staff — Salaries... 

Weighing  Machines 
Eye-sight  Testing  Apparatus 
Professor  Dclt^pine,  for  Bacteriological  Examin 
ations 

Advertising  and  Sundries... 

Proportion  of  Bent,  Bates,  Heating,  Lighting, 
Cleaning,  &c. 
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Beceii’TS — 

Grant  from  Board  of  Education  re  Medical 

Inspection  of  School  Children  ...  ...£lil91  17  7 


of  these  Salaries  and  expenses  is  charged  to  Higher 
Education  Account  and  has  been  deducted. 


10 


riciture  of  Defects  disclosed  by  Medical  Inspection. 

Tiic-so  are  set  out  in  the  iletail  roiiuired  by  the  Board  of 
Education  in  the  large  Table  apj'ondod.  Briefly  summarised 


the  main  items  are  as  follows;  — 

Ear  Disease  ...  ...  ...  310 

Caries  of 'recth  ...  ...  ...  145.^)0 

Heart  Disease,  An.-cmia,  itc.  ...  ...  552 

Lung  Disea.se  ...  ...  ...  403 

Tuberculosis  of  laings  (actual  or  su.spectcd)  ...  80 

„ Bones,  Joints,  Glands,  Ac.  ...  47 

Nervous  Diseases  (including  Epilepsy)  ...  87 

Defective  Hearing  ...  ...  ...  608 

Mental  Defect  (all  grades)  ...  ...  85 

Defective  Vision  ...  ...  ...  7074 

Uncleanliness  of  Head,  Body,  Ac.  ...  1749 

Diseases  of  Nose  and  Tiiroat  ...  ...  3807 

Skin  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  196 

Defective  Nutrition  ...  ...  ...  1476 


Table  III. — Return  shewin!!!:  the  Physical  Condition  of  Children  Inspected. 
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CONDITION. 

External  Eye  Disease- 
No  Disease 

Blojiharitis 

Conjunctivitis 

Corneal  Opacities 

Other  Disease 

1 

Ear  Disease — 

No  Disease 

Obstruction,  R.  ... 

L.  ... 

Otorrhcea,  R. 

M . L 

Other  Disease 

Teeth  — 

Sound 

Less  than  four  decayed 

Four  or  more  decayed 

Sepsis 

Heart  and  Circulation- 
No  Disease 

Organic  Disease  ... 

Functional  Disease 

Anroniia 

Other  Defects 
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A few  brief  corninoiit.s  niny  l>e  made  on  .some  of  the 
statistics  rovoaloJ  by  tJio  foregoing  Table.  / 

Clothing. 

Tiiis  is  roturnetl  as  satisfaetory  in  about  9o  {»or  cent,  of 
the  childveii  examined.  The  figures  relating  to  foot-gear  are 
practically  identical.  Dr.  Margaret  Ornii.ston  submits  the 
folhnving  comments  on  her  exiterieuc'C  : — 

“In  very  few  instances  could  the  clothing  be  called 
actually  insufficient,  though  notices  were  frequently  sent  to 
the  parents  that  mending  or  the  provision  of  buttons,  tapes, 
cl'o.,  would  be  advisable.  During  the  cold  weather  the  direct 
opposite  was  frequently  experienced,  as  many  as  11  layers  of 
clothing  being  found  on  the  chests  of  several  children.  Almost 
all  these  unfortunates  were  said  to  have  ‘weak  chests,’  and 
great  wa.s  the  surprise  of  the  mother  when  sho  was  told  that  it 
was  not  to  bo  wondered  at  that  her  child’s  chest  was  weak; 
in  most  cases  the  mothers  listened  with  great  interest  to  any 
remarks  made  and  promised  to  remedy  the  matter  in  the 
future.  It  is  of  interest  to  note -that  among  the  younger 
children  a quite  unnecessary  amount  of  clotliing  on  tlie  body 
is  met  with  in  conjunction  with  very  .short  frocks,  bare  knees, 
and  ‘growing  jjains’ — so-called.  This  subject  might  with 
much  profit  to  the  youth  of  the  country  be  taken  up  by  the 
voluntary  Committees  now  to  be  found  working  in  conjunction 
with  the  child  welfare  schemes.” 


Cleanliness  of  Mead  and  Codg. 

The  figures  shewing  uncleanlincss  of  head  and  body  given 
in  the  preceding  Table  relate  merely  to  tho.se  conditions  dis- 
covered by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  on  the  occasion  of  a 
medical  inspection.  The  School  Nurses  wlien  making  surprise 
visits  have  a very  much  laiger  numlx;r  to  record.  In  no 
fewer  than  175  cases  actual  live  vermin  were  found  to  be 
present  on  the  heads  or  bodies  of  children  submitted  for 
medical  inspection.  Nits,  which  are  regarded  with  equanim- 
ity by  many  parents  and  even  by  some  medical  practitioners, 
were  present  in  1,181  cases  on  the  head.  Girls’  heads  were 
as  usual  much  more  afiected  than  boys’ — the  figures  being  83 
for  boys  and  1,098  for  girls. 

nutrition. 

This  is  returned  as  ‘excellent’  in  25  per  cent,  of  the 
children  examined,  as  ‘normal’  in  G8  per  cent.,  and  a.s  ‘below* 
normal’  in  7 per  cent. — there  being  only  13  cases  in  all  where 
it  is  recorded  as  ‘bad.’ 
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Hose  and  Throat  Diseaser. 

The  important  items  under  this  heading  are:  — 

Mouth-breathing  ...  1017  cases. 

Much  I'hilarged  Tonsils  ...  694  „ 

Marked  Adenoids  ...  579  „ 

Layton  writing  in  the  Lancet  (1911,  vol.  1,  page  HOG)  points 

out  that  the  faucial,  pharyngeal  and  litigual  tonsils  form  a 
very  important  line  of  re.sistance  to  microbial  inva.sion  through 
tiio  mouth  and  no.se.  He  cautions  against  the  drawing  of  tlie 
inference  that  because  there  is  inflammation  involving  the 
tonsils  and  surrounding  parts  the  tonsihs  are  the  cause  of  such 
inflammation,  and  he  advises  that  rather  than  remove  the 
enlarged  tonsils  the  best  procedure  is  to  reduce  the  inflamma- 
tion. No  decision  as  to  operative  action  should  in  his 
opinion  be  arrived  at  (1)  just  after  an  acute  attack  or  (2) 
before  other  sources  of  septic  infection  have  been  dealt  with. 
His  c.epcrience  in  the  Throat  Department  of  Guy’s  Hospital  in 
the  early  days  of  the  London  medical  inspection  scheme  when 
they  were  crowded  out  with  ‘tonsil’  cases  to  such  an  extent  that 
patients  had  to  wait  several  months  is  most  interesting. 
During  the  waiting  period  the  children  had  their  teeth  atten- 
ded to  and  were  taught  nose-breathing  methods  with  the  result 
that  when  they  came  up  for  treatment  of  the  tonsils  operation 
was  found  to  be  unnecessary  in  a considerable  number  of  cases. 
He  further  insists,  as  I have  done  in  this  report  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  great  importance  of  breathing  exercises  for 
several  months  after  operation. 

Attention  is  drawn  by  the  same  writer  to  the  necessity  for 
treating  the  dyspei'sia  often  accompanying  the  second  dentition 
(termed  ‘mucous  disease’  by  Eustace  Smith— its  discoverer). 
Certain  symptoms  of  this  disease,  r.p.,  cough  and  enlargement 
of  tonsils  and  adenoid  tissue,  strongly  rosemblc  those  caused 
by  ‘adenoids.’  By  treating  the  ‘mucous  di.sca.se’  and  leaving 
the  adenoids  alone  Layton  states  that  the  necessity  for  opera- 
tion can  often  bo  averted.  In  general  Layton  appears  to 
agree  with  several  other  observers  th.ai  tonsils  and  adenoids 
arc  too  often  interfered  with  surgically  when  attention  to  other 
sources  of  sepsis  and  infection  are  the  real  cause  of  the 
mischief. 

In  this  same  connection  Warwick  James  (Clinical  Journal, 
Nov.,  1913),  points  out  that  the  difficulty  of  treating  mouth- 
breathing  arises  largely  from  the  fact  tliat  voluntary  control 
ceases  at  night  when  the  child  is  asleep  and  ho  has  devised  an 
api)aratu3  to  prevent  thi.s  Sucking  the  thumbs,  he  also  points 
out,  is  a habit  which  is  most  conducive  to  mouth-broathim^ 

O* 
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Skin  Diseases. 

There  is  a sliL'lit  increase  to  for  the  year  1015 

in  the  nunilyer  of  o.ihos  of  infectious  skin  conditions  anu  for 
tliis  impetigo  is  responsible.  Ivingworm  was  discoyored  in 
50  cases,  impetigo  in  100  cases  and  scabies  (“itch  ) in  1 1 
cases.  The  following  circular  was  is.suod  to  School  Teachers 
in  August,  1015,  by  authority  of  the  Committee.  The  res- 
ponse has  been  quite  satisfactory  for  not  only  are  man^  attend- 
ances saved  but  I feel  sure  that  the  wearing  of  the  head- 
covering acts  a.s  a constarit  remimler  to  parents  that  treat- 
ment is  required.  Not  only  that  but  the  child  becomes 
anxious  to  got  rid  of  the  distinguishing  mark  and  prompts 
the  parent  to  give  the  necessary  treatment:  — 


“Dear  Sir  or  Madam, 

You  are  requested  to  note  that  by  a recent  decision  of  the 
Kducation  Committee  where  the  School  Medical 
Officer  is  satisfied  that  children  suffering  from  Pang- 
worm  of  the  Scalp  are  being  so  treated  as  to  obviate 
all  risk  of  infection  to  other  children,  they  are  to  be 
permitted  to  attend  school  on  condition  that  they 
wear  a satisfactory  head-covering  during  school  hours 
and  during  tran.sit  to  and  from  school. 

In  order  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect,  I propose  to 
issue  certain  instructions  through  the  School  Nurses 
to  the  parents  of  children  reported  to  lx;  suffering 
from  ringworm  of  the  scalp  and  the  Medical  Inspec- 
tors and  Nurses  will  iini-ross  on  parents  the  necessity 
of  carrying  out  such  instructions.  The  Medical 
Inspectors  and  Nur.ses  will  then  report  to  me  that 
certain  affected  children  are  being  so  treated  as  to 
obviate  all  risk  of  infection,  and  that  they  will  see 
the  children  from  time  to  time  so  as  to  ensure  the 
treatment  being  maintained;  I will  then  send  you  a 
certificate  to  the  effect  that  certain  children,  to  bo 
specified,  may  now'  continue  to  attend  school  so  long 
as  they  wear  the  pro.scribed  head-covering  during 
school  hours  and  during  transit  to  and  from  school. 

In  the  event  of  any  child  suffering  from  this  condition 
attending  school  wdthout  the  pre.scribed  head-covering 
or  in  the  event  of  its  coming  to  your  knowledge  that 
the  child  has  removed  this  head-covering  during 
transit  to  or  from  school,  you  should  at  once  exclude 
the  child  from  .school  and  send  us  a note  stating  the 
action  taken  by  you.  Children  so  excluded  sliould 
not  be  re-admitted  without  a further  certificate  from 
me. 

Please  note  that  all  cases  of  ringworm  should  be  brought 
forward  for  inspection  on  the  occasion  of  every  visit 
of  the  Medical  Inspector  or  of  the  School  Nurse. 
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It  should  also  bo  noted  that  in  eases  v,’hero  children  are 
suffering  from  liingv.orrn  of  the  Seal])  which  is  not 
being  properly  treated  and  arc  in  consequence  thereof 
not  attending  school  regularly,  the  School  Attendance 
Officer  should  report  the  matter  to  his  School  Attend- 
ance Committee  for  prosecution  under  the  School 
Attendance  Bye-laws. 

I feel  assured  of  your  willingness  to  co-operate  in  a matter 
of  this  kind  which  so  vitally  affects  the  attendance  of 
children  at  school.” 

At  tho  same  time  as  this  notice  to  Teachers  was  issued 
tiie  card  instructing  parents  how  to  deal  with  ringworm  was 
amended  by  the  insertion  of  the  following  paragraphs  after 
the  usual  directions  for  treatment:  — 

“In  the  case  of  ringworm  in  the  hair,  the  child  should.be 
provided  with  a close-fitting  cotton  or  linen  cap  to 
cover  tho  whole  of  the  hair.  This  cap  should  have 
a hem  all  round  tho  edge,  and  inside  this  hem  a piece 
of  elastic  should  be  threaded.  Two  of  these  caps 
should  bo  niado  and  each  one  should  be  worn  for 
three  days.  After  being  worn  for  three  days  the 
elastic  should  be  renioved  from  the  hem,  the  cap 
washed  and  boiled,  and  tho  elastic  put  in  again  when 
tho  cap  is  dry. 

Note. — The  child  is  to  wear  this  cap  both  in  going  to  and 
from  school  and  in  school  in  cases  where  the  Doctor 
or  Nurse  tells  you  that  the  child  may  attend  school. 
If  the  child  goes  to  school  without  this  cap  before  the 
disease  is  cured  it  will  be  sent  home  by  the  Teacher. 
If  the  disease  is  not  being  properly  treated  according 
to  these  instructions,  and  the  child  is  in  consequence 
not  attending  school,  you  will  bo  liable  to  prosecution 
for  tho  non-attendance  of  the  child.”  . 

Rickets. 

This  is  said  to  have  been  present  in  a slight  degree  in  3G5 
childi'en  and  in  a marked  degree  in  54  children.  This  is 
about  the  average  annual  occurrence  and  calls  for  the  serious 
consideration  of  those  responsible  for  Child  Welfare  Schemes. 

Ear  Disease, 

Cases  of  obstruction  occurred  in  71  chihlren  and  cases  of 
discharge  from  the  cars  in  229  children. 

Defective  Teeth. 

Children  with  less  than  four  decayed  tc<,'th  numbered 
11,339  and  children  with  four  or  more  decaye«l  teeth  numbered 
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3,211,  whiLst  200  chiMrcii  nro  rci'ortoO  to  luive  had  septic 
months.  This  is  a sorry  recur. 1 whoircuinparod  with  the  *4,308 
who  are  roj>ortcd  to  have  disj.laycd  mouths  with  all  teeth 
sound. 

I have  written  in  previous  reports  on  the  necessity  of  care 
of  the  teniporanj  teeth  and  of  the  desirability  of  saving  such 
as  are  capable  of  conservative  treatment.  I do  not  wish  it 
to  be  understood,  however,  that  I am  an  advocate  of  the  con- 
servation of  temporary  teeth  when  decay  has  resulted  in  the 
reduction  of  the  tooth  to  a mere  fragment,  On  the  contrary 
fragments  of  temporary  teeth  which  arc  inclined  to  bo  at  all 
septic  should  in  my  opinion  be  removed  as  quickly  as  possible 
for  if  they  be  left'^in  there  is  always  the  risk  of  absorption  of 
septic  matter  and  also  the  danger  that  the  orowm  of  the  per- 
manent tooth  emerging  underneath  may  bo  damaged  or  may 
be  diverted  into  an  irregular  jiath.  In  other  words 
porarv  teeth  should  only  be  removed  when  they  are  harmful 
or  shortly  likely  to  become  so. 

On  this  subject  Dr.  Margaret  Ormiston  writes: 

“This  is  one  of  the  most  disappointing  sections  of  the 
work  of  medical  inspection  both  among  the  entrants  and  the 
older  children,  for  the  following  reason.s.  Among  the  older 
children  and  especially  among  the  boys  there  is  a condition  of 
wmr  against  the  tooth  brush  (and  this  in  spite  of  Ic.ssons  on  its 
use)  with  the  result  that  though  in  the  majority  of  cases  there 
is  decay  in  only  one  or  two  teeth  there  is  a^  general  condition 
of  unclcanlines.s.  In  many  cases  the  incisors  and  canines 
are  coated  with  tartar  and  especially  is  this  the  case  just  at 
the  margin  of  the  gum,  so  that  there  is  every  reason  to  fear 
that  the.se  children  will  lx;  possessed  of  a considerable  number 
of  broken-off  teeth  before  they  reach  adult  age.  Among  the 
youn-’’Gr  chil<lrcn  'vho  still  possess  their  niilk  teeth  one  finds 
many°  cases  in  which,  after  notices  have  been  sent  to  the 
parents,  the  dentist  has  declined  to  take  any  action  and  the 
parents  report  that  the  teeth  wdll  ‘soon  come  out  of  them- 
selves.’ In  manv  cases  the  use  of  a tooth  brush  once  a week 
is  considered  quite  enough  and,  in  a still  larger  numVjer  of 
cases,  quite  unnecessary.” 

Diseases  of  Heart  and  Circulation. 

Organic  disease  was  found  in  57  instances,  functional 
disease  in  64,  anocmia  in  396  and  other  defects  of  the  heart  or 
circulation  in  3.5  cases. 

On  this  subject  I should  like  to  remark  that  whilst  definite 
attacks  of  rheumatic  fever  have  been  recognised  for  many 
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•years  as  the  iramcdiato  or  remote  cau-yj  of  various  types  of 
heart  disease  two  things  are  not,  I think,  siithciently  realised 
in  this  connection.  One  is  that  rheumatic  aflections  of 
almost  every  degree,  including  even  so-called  “stiff-necks, 
incipient  or  evanescent  “hip-joint  disease,"  tonsilitis,  “grow- 
ing pains,"  “crackling  joints,"  myalgia  or  muscular  rheu- 
matism, neuritis,  Arc.,  are  all  equally  responsible  causes  of 
cardiac  disease.  TJie  other  thing  is  that  detectable  defects 
of  the  heart  valves  or  inusculature  are  not  always  present  it 
may  bo  for  some  years  after  the  defect  has  been  occasioned. 
And  even  after  the  defect  has  been  located  by  the  stethoscojxj 
it  may  bo  years  before  any  signs  of  cardiac  distress  arc  noted. 
Hero  is  an  opportunity  (and  there  arc  scores  of  others  in  the 
medical  inspection  scheme)  for  the  proper  linking  up  of  the 
school  medical  service  with  the  service  of  the  Certifying  Fac- 
tory Surgeon.  No  case  of  cardiac  mischief  however  slight  or 
however  well  compensated  pro.  ton.  should  bo  passed  by  the 
Certifying  Factory  Surgeon  for  any  except  the  lightest 
occupation.  There  ought  to  be  no  leakage*  possible  here — the 
medical  record  card  of  the  leaving  child  should  at  once  be 
available  for  the  Factory  Surgeon  and  means  should  bo  adopted 
to  ensure  his  using  it  to  the  best  possible  advantage. 

Dr.  Margaret  Ormiston  has  a somewhat  curious  case  to 
record  under  this  heading:  she  reports:  — 

“A  very  interesting  case  of  haemophilia  was  met  with  in 
a boy  12  years  of  ago.  He  was  recognised  as  a ‘bleeder’  when 
quite  small  and  duo  precautions  were  taken  ; only  on  one 
occasion  when  he  was  about  8 or  0 years  old  was  any  trouble 
c.xperienced  and  that  was  after  he  had  a tooth  extracted.  He 
then  lost  a large  quantity  of  blood  and  had  to  have  medical 
attention. 

There  are  two  interesting  points  about  the  case,  the  first 
being  that  the  slightest  push  such  as  one  might  playfully  give 
to  a child  while  telling  him  to  ‘hurry  up’  produced  extensive 
eochymoscs,  one  occasion  being  recorded  when  the  exact  shape 
of  a hand  was  found  on  the  boy’s  back  after  ho  had  iK-en 
gently  pushed  on  by  a relative.  Whenever  he  fell  or  knocked 
himself  in  play  he  did  not  have  a bruise  as  other  ehildrcn  have 
but  an  extensive  coal-black  patch  appeared.  Ho  suffers  from 
defective  sight  and  his  spectacles  were  frequently  taken  from 
him  during  play  in  order  to  prevent  their  being  broken  and 
his  face  possibly  being  cut. 

The  other  unusual  feature  of  the  case  is  that  just  before 
ho  was  12  all  trace  of  this  disease  vanished.  Ho  no  longer 
bleeds  to  excess  and  blows  and  knocks  produce  only  an  ordinary 
bruise. 
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The  fiWiiily  liistory  is  in  no  wav  extraordinary.  His 
father  and  inotlior  arc  hoth  said  to  he  very  niucli  below  average 
height  and  one  gr.uid father  before  bis  death  suffered  from 
religious  mania.  In  neitlicr  father’s  or  mother’s  families  is 
there  any  history  ox  Ihomophilia.” 

Tuberculosis. 

The  lungs  were  found  to  bo  definitely  affected  in  2 a 
children  and  the  existence  of  tulx'rculosis  of  the  lungs  wa.s 
suspected  in  55  other  cases.  Glandular  tubcrculosi.s  was 
diagnosed  in  the  case  of  24  children^  tulxirculosis  of  the  ^ne.s 
and  joints  in  12  cases  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  is  re- 
corded in  11  cases. 

There  is  a serious  lack  of  accommodation  all  over  the 
country  for  eases  of  tulx'rculosis  of  the  lung.s  occurring  in 
children,  most  Sanatoria  apparently  not  caring  to  Ix)  bothered 
with  children.  I hope  something  will  shortly  be  done  to 
supply  this  very  serious  want. 

Defective  Speech. 

Defects  in  articulation— mainly  idioglossia  or^  baby 
speech — are  recorded  in  3G0  cases  and  stammering  in  115  other 
cases.  The  shortage  of  staff  at  present  jirevents  that  special 
attention  on  the  part  of  teachers  needed  to  remedy  these 
defects,  but  when  normal  times  come  round  a"ain  I hope 
teachers  wdll  make  a special  stutly  of  the  mechanism  of  speech 
and  practice  the  cure  of  such  defects  as  may  exist  amongst 
their  scholars. 

* 

Mental  Condition. 

Tliis  is  recorded  as  dull  or  backward  in  388  cases  and  as 
mental  deficiency  in  85  cases.  A considerable  numlxir  of 
children  have  been  reported  by  the  Education  Committee  to 
the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  Committee,  and  the  latter  Ixidy  has 
spared  no  effort  to  place  the  defectives  under  the  best  possible 
conditions  for  receiving  such  training  as  they  can  assimilate. 
But,  here  again,  war  conditions  have  seriously  impeded  pro- 
gress and  the  greatest  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  dealing 
with  mentally  defective  persons  of  all  ages:  special  clasps 
cannot  be  arranged  owing  to  shortage  of  staff  and  special 

institutions  already  full  cannot  W extended  because  of  money 
¥ 

and  labour  difficulties. 

Defective  Vision. 

Of  the  children  whose  vision  was  tested  71.4  per  cent, 
presented  normal  vision  in  both  eyes.  The  remainder  sliewcd 
visual  defect  in  one  or  other  eye  of  a greater  or  lesser  degree. 
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Tlio  highest  percentage  of  defects  occurred  in  what  is  known  as 
the  5 gruup  i.e.  the  children  wiio,  roughly  speaking,  possess 
only  two-thirds  of  normal  vision.  The  number  of  children 
with  very  bad  vision  i.e.  or  q was  not  large,  viz,  98  in  tho 
first-named  group  (0.8  per  cent,  of  tho.sc  examined)  and  7( 
in  the  last-named  group  (O.G  per  cent,  of  those  examined). 
Still  for  such  children  it  would  be  very  desirable  to 
special  classes.  As  this  is  not  practicable  at  present,  I would 
suggest  that  such  children  should  be  taught  only  by  means  of 
charts  and  blackboards  at  close  range,  with  oral  lessons  and 
course  manual  work  and  that  no  book-work  at  all  should  be 
given. 


External  Eye  Diseases. 

Of  these  the  most  serious  is  what  is  known  as  corneal 
opacity,  i.e.,  more  or  less  opaque  deposit  in  the  front  w'all  of 
the  eyeball  usually  interfering  with  vision  in  one  direction  or 
another.  There  were  35  cases  of  this  condition  di.scovcred. 
Of  the  other  conditions  blepharitis  or  inflammation  of  the 
edges  of  the  eyelids  (sometimes  contagious)  was  found  in  150 
children. 


Enlargement  of  the  Thyroid  Ciland. 

Dr.  Margaret  Ormiston  rep'orts  on  this  subject  as  follows: 

“This  disease  which  wo  arc  told  in  text-books  is  found 
in  Derbyshire,  Devonshire,  Switzerland,  Italy  and  the  Tyrol 
w'ould  appear  to  be  found  also  in  Chesliiro,  and  especially  in 
the  rural  districts  of  the  Nantwich  Union  and  in  the  Middlc- 
wich  area. 

In  many  cases  investigation  has  proved  that  several  mem- 
bers of  a family  are  affected  and,  so  far  ns  one  lias  been  able 
to  come  to  any  conclusion  regarding  the  transmission  of  the 
diathesis,  the  majority  of  cases  have  been  roi')orted  among  the 
maternal  relations  of  the  children.” 


Treatment  of  Defects. 

There  were  in  all  9,542  instances  in  which  treatment  for 
one  or  other  defect  was  considered  necessary,  1,5G9  cases  out 
of  this  number  being  carried  forward  from  tlie  previous  year, 
and  the  balance,  7,973  cases,  being  new  ones. 

Tlie  number  of  cases  for  which  no  report  is  available  is 
again  much  larger  than  I care  to  see.  Of  these  313  are  old- 
standing  cases  of  defective  teeth:  out  of  the  total  of  3, <14 
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such  cusos  59i)  were  carrieil  forward  from  the  year  191-1,  iu 
which  year  they  had  Ivon  visited  by  Nurse  Woodall:  on  the 
latter  leaving  tho  County  early  in  1915  and  a now  Nurse  iK'ing 
appointed  to  take  over  her  work  tho  arrears  of  other  cases 
were  found  to  bo  so  largo  that  it  was  thought  the  new  Nurse 
could  more  profitably  spend  her  cnei’gies  in  other  directions. 
I do  not  think  this  figure  will  ever  be  so  largo  again. 

Of  the  total  of  9,542  cases  re<i.uiring  treatment  it  will  be 
seen  that  5,549  were  remedied  or  improveil  as  the  result  of 
visitation,  i.e.,  a percentage  of  5S.4  and  a slight  incrca.se  on 
tlio  percentage  for  the  previous  year  which  was  57.0.  In 
calculating  this  percentage  I have  taken  no  account  of  those 
cases  where  visits  have  been  paid  and  treatment  given  but  the 
condition  has  remained  unclianged:  if  this  class  of  case  be 
included  the  percentage  of  cases  treated  as  the  consequence  of 
inspection  rises  to  7G.  It  should  lx;  noted  hero  that  the  in- 
structions to  tho  Nurses  aro  that  when  they  have  satisfactory 
evidence  tliat  a doctor  or  dentist  has  the  child  in  hand  and 
that  tho  j>arents  are  acting  on  qualified  advice  they  arc  to 
report  the  case  as  treated  and  to  use  their  own  judgment  as 
to  whether  the  condition  is  remedied,  improved  or  unchanged. 
Ke-examinations  by  the  Medical  Inspector  subsequently  clieck 
their  observations  and  if  further  treatment  should  bo  found 
requisite  the  ease  once  more  passe.s  into  the  hands  of  the  Nurse. 


Tho  following  conditions  aro  worthy  of  special  note:  — 


Condition. 

Cases  in  which 
treatinoiit  was 
considered 
necessary. 

Cases 

remedied  or 
improved. 

Cases 

not 

treated. 

Uncleanliness  of  head  . 

1085  ... 

855 

55 

or  body 

Carious  teetli 

..  3714  ... 

1G30  ... 

855 

Defective  vision 

1727 

1080  ... 

244 

Nose  aud  throat  defects 

1517 

842 

248 

Skin  diseases 

253  ... 

221 

8 

25 
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Feeding  of  rfecessitous  Children. 

Tills  work  coascd,  I undorstand,  on  May  1st,  1915.  Iioiu 
April  1st  to  Mav  1st,  1915,  159  individual  children  wore 
.supplied  with  7,9.33  meals,  the  centres  at  work  being  Altrin- 
cliam  (332  children).  Sale  (93  children)  and  Iluglawton  (2/ 
children).  Further  details  of  this  work  aro  given  under  the 
Reports  of  Children’s  Caro  Committees. 


Provision  of  Medical  Treatment,  Sc. 

Many  private  persons  have  very  kindly  made*  it  their 
business  to  havo  defects  in  school  children  properly  treated 
and  I am  exceedingly  grateful  to  them  for  their  bencncihl 
.assistance.  Others  have  aided  the  child-life  of  the^N.ition  b\ 
contributing  towards  the  funds  of  Children  s tLare  Com- 
mittees and  others  still  havo  given  fre'cly  of_  their  time  and 
money  as  members  of  Caro  Committees.  Medical  men,  though 
pressed  with  work  to  an  extent  probably  nevei  before  ecjuallei'  , 
havo  given  treatment  in  Cottage  Hospitals  and  elsewhere 
without  any  thought  of  fee  or  reward.  Wherever  one  goes 
this  splendid  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and  of  determination  to 
care  for  the  children  is  to  bo  found.  I can  only  quote  some 
of  the  niore  publicly  known  work  in  this  direction,  but  I am 
deeply  grateful  to  all  who  have  so  freely  opened  their  hearts 
and  their  purses  on  behalf  of  ailing  children. 

The  Clerk  to  the  Administrative  Sub-Committee  for  the 
Altrincham  Division  of  the  County,  reports  ; — 

“The  Altrincham  Hospital  still  continues  to  attend  volun- 
tarilv  to  defective  cases  in  respect  of  children  from  the 
Eleincntary  Schools.  For  the  year  1915  the  following  cases 
have  received  attention,  viz.:  — 

Spectacles  provided  after  examination 
Operations  for  adenoids 
Operations  for  tonsils 

Total 


11 

19 

11 
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Mr.  Walter  Taylor,  Hon.  Secretary  to  the  Sale  and 
Ashton-upon-Mersey  School  Children’s  Care  Committee,  very 
kindly  furnishes  the  following  report:  — 

'‘Free  Meah  for  Necessitoxis  School  Children.  As 
announced  in  the  last  report  the  County  Council  adopted  the 
Education  (Provision  of  Meals)  Act,  1914,  and  as  a result  the 
cost  of  free  meals  was  cliarged  upon  the  rates  from  August  Jst, 
1914.  In  April,  1915,  the  County  Council  decided  to  discon- 
tinue providing  these  meals  out  of  the  rates,  as  the  number  of 
necessitous  cases  throughout  the  County  were  then  very  few. 
In  the  Sale  district  only  58  free  meals  have  l)cen  served  by  the 
Committee  between  May,  1915,  and  February  29th,  191G,  the 


date  up  to  which  this  report  is  made.  The  cost  of 

was  16%,  wliich  must  hi  met  out  of  voluntary  Bub..crii>tions. 

Medical  Cases-.— During  the  period  covered  by  f 
17  medical  cases  have  been  dealt  witli  by  the  ‘ 

of  that  numlxu-  financial  assistance  has  been  given  in  s. 
cases,  in  the  way  of  purchasing  j^pcctaclcs,  cVo.  lue  tof 
amount  spent  in  this  respect  was  £1  9.s.  Od., 
be  met  out  -of  voluntary  subscriptions.  Iho  Coimnittee 
desiTi  to  thank  all  the  contributors  to  the  funds  the 
Teachers,  the  Caretaker.s  of  Sale  Springfield  Senior  School,  Jio 
Local  Inspector  of  the  N.S.l’.C.C.  and  otliers  who  have  given 
their  services  in  various  directions. 

Miss  A.  M.  Butterworth,  Hon.  Secretary  to  the  >Joylake 
and  West  Kirby  Children’s  Care  Committee,  very  kindj}  fur- 
nishes the  following  report  of  the  work  done  during  IJlo . ^ 

“The  Annual  Report  of  the  work  of  the  Care  Committee 
for  the  year  ending  January  31st,  1916,  docs  not  this  year 
Low  any  marked  development  but  seems  to  point  to  t ^act 
Lat  the  pioneer  work  of  the  Committee  being  now  ended  the 
work  is  Ling  consolidated  and  established  on  a 
basis  During'  the  year  the  Committee  have  dealt  with  119 
casos-Ejo  casSs  22,  Adenoids  cases  6,  Tcotl.  case.,  91  ; the 
total  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  various  medical 
being  182,  of  which  number  lo2  are  visits  paid  to  the  Cottc 

Hospital  for  dental  treatment. 

“This  year  the  School  Nurse  reports  that  practically  all 
the  children  in  the  Hoylake,  West  Kirby  and  Mcois  districts 
who  were  examined  at  the  last  School  Medical  Inspection  have 
LLived  medical  attention  either  by  a private  practitioner  or 
through  the  Caro  Committee,  whose  help  is  apparent h more 
appiiated  each  year  by  the  pai;ents  of  the  -‘-ol  c nldren 

aSd  also  in  many  cases  by  the  chi  dren  % 

Dentist  Mr.  Dinn,  is  partuSularly  pleased  with  the  icsult 
the  dental  work,  the  general  health  of  the  ch.hlrcn  urn ler  h s 
care  havin"  surprisingly  improved,  and  bearing  in  mind  the 
initial  difficulties  connected  with  this  special 
Committee’s  work  in  tho  earlier  stages,  we  may  nghth  con- 
clude that  this  is  the  most  successful  work  so  far  undei taken 

by  the  Committee. 

“We  have  suffered  this  year  in  not  having  the  ices  of 
the  Visitino-  Optician  to  the  schools  for  the  adjustment  of  t i 
tptJacte  and*  also  in  tho  incroasod  cost  of  tho  spoctaolos 
caused  by  the  war. 

“Tho  extra  School  Nurse  provided  by  the  County  which 
made  possible  a sub-division  of  the  Wirral  area,  has  prao- 
ticallyLivcn  us  our  much  desired  School  Nurse,  as  she  is  now 
Ible  to%sit  the  schools  in  this  district  more  frequently.  She 
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ca:i  visit  tho  scli->ol3  in  tliis  urea  at  least  once  a month  an.l 
will  folio-:  up  any  cas<-s  of  chiMron  whom  she  fiii'ls  it  noccss- 
arv  to  oxeliido  from  school.  As  a result  of  her  more  froqueni, 
visitin;?  there  is  a marketl  improvement  in  tho  cleanliness  of 
the  chihhvn  in  scho<3l,  hut  I am  sorry  to  report  that  the  liomes 
of  tho  children  continue  to  in  many  instances  in  a very 
dirtv  c^uidition — this  year  they  seem  to  lx*  dirtier  than  ever, 
which  fact  emphasizes  the  special  need  in  tliis  district  for  a 
Health  Visitor. 

“The  establi.shment  of  eye  clinic.s  in  connection  with  the 
medical  inspection  work  of  the  County  School  Medical  Offio-'r, 
that  had  Ixvn  hoj^ed  for,  is  evideutly'in  abeyance  during  the 
continuance  of  the  w-ar.” 

At  Ivuncorn  the  Rev.  H.  N.  Perrin  has  continued  the 
excellent  work  commenced  a few  years  ago  but  owing  to  the 
war  some  of  it  has  had  to  be  discontinued. 

Wilmslow  Dental  Clinic. 

Owing  to  tho  kindness  of  Miss  E.  M.  Greg,  a member  of 
the  Education  Committee,  it  has  been  possible  to  establish  a 
Dental  Clinic  at  tho  Council  School,  Wiliaslow,  and  much, 
e.xceedingly  good  work  has  been  carried  out  thereat. 

Mr.  F.  Mackenzie,  L.D.S.,  who  is  in  charge  of  this  Clinic, 
informs  me  that  during  1915  he  has  dealt  with  tlic  following 

cases: — ^ 

Extractions  of  temporary  teeth  ...  ••• 

„ permanent  ,,  ...  •••  ‘ 

Fillings  of  temporary  „ ...  •••  13 

„ permanent  ,,  ...  ••• 

Local  anaesthetics  have  been  used  in  about  80  per  ^nt.  of 
the  cases.  Mr.  Mackenzie  concludes  his  report  with  the 
words:— “I  consider  that  the  state  of  the  teeth  of  the  children 
who  attend  this  Clinic  is  absolutely  appalling— cspeeinlly  in 
the  case  of  those  between  tho  ages  of  four  and  six.” 

One  devoutly  wishes  that  Dental  Clinics  w'ere  available 
for  the  whole  of  the  school  children  in  the  County  and  I hope 
that,  in  tho  ab.scnco  of  rate-supported  Dental  Clinics,  several 
people  iT)ay  find  it  possible  to  imitate  tlio  splendid  example 
set  by  Miss  Greg. 

West  Kirby  Convalescent  Home. 

The  ten  Ixds  retained  by  your  Committee  have  been  fully 
oc-oupied  all  the  year  round  and  many  a child  lias  been  re.scuc^d 
from  early  death,  from  permanent  disablement  or  from  chronio 
invalidism  by  a short  course  of  treatment  in  this  Home.  The 
Home  continues  to  be  e.xcellontly  managed  in  every  way. 
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TABL15  V. — Numerical  Return  of  all  Exceptional 
Children  in  the  Area  (approximate). 


^ ■ ■■■■'■ 

X 

— 

O 

o 

6 

■ 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

29 

17 

46 

Blind 

Schools 

(including  partially  blind) 

Attending  Certified  School.s  for 
tlie  Blind 

8 

10 

18 

Not  at  School 

... 

6 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

67 

63 

130 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

Schools 

(inolading  partially  deaf) 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
the  Deaf 

11 

21 

32 

Not  at  School 

... 

... 

7 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

203 

Ill 

314 

Schools 

Feeble 

Attending  Certified  School.s  for 

10 

• 

12 

Minded 

Mentally  Defective  Children 

2 

Notifi'id  to  the  Local  (Control) 

Mentally 

Authority  during.tho year... 

2 

... 

2 

Deficient 

Not  at  School 

... 

... 

... 

Imbeciles 

At  School  ...  •••  ^ 

Not  at  School  ...  ...  5 

42 

21 

63 

and 

All  notified  to  the  Local 

Idiots 

(Control)  Authority 

... 

... 

... 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

35 

67 

School.s 

32 

Epileptics 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
Epileptics 

6 

5 

11 

f 

Not  at  School 

... 

... 

21 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

28 

25 

53 

Schools 

Pulmonary 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for"! 

See 

bolo 

Tuberculosis 

Physically  Defective  Chil-  ^ 
dren  ... 

w.  t 

63 

Not  at  School 

... 

... 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

60 

121 

\ 

Schools 

61 

Physically 

Dofootivo 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for"^ 
Physically  Defective  Chil-  > 
dren  ...  •••  3 

Not  at  School 

See 

bolo 

w.  f 

... 

... 

27 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

253 

178 

431 

Cripples 

Schools 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for") 

other  than 
Tuborcular 

Physically  Defective  Chil- 
dren ... 

See 

hole 

) W.  ■ 

Not  at  School 

... 

... 

25 

Dull  or  Backward  * 

Ketarded  2 years  ... 

No 

figi 

1 res. 

Ko'arded  3 vears  ...  ...  ' 

1 

Judged  according  to  ago  and  standard. 


3 ami  siumuini. 

t Tiro"  Comnntteo“rctaru  10  bcd<i  at  West  Kirby  Convalo.scont  Homo  for 
Tuborcular  and  Physically  Dofoctivo  Children  and  about  50  children  at  vyed  for 

varying  poriod-s  during  the  year.  , r.  i o » r 

Other  Tuborcular  Cases  are  being  dealt  with  niidor  the  County  Scliemo  for 
the  treatment  of  Tuberculous. 
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Infectious  Disease.  ' 


The  followinjx  is  a st^atvincnt  of  tho  notion  taken  in  the 
matter  of  koIiooI  closure  during  1915:  — 


Ciinse. 

Closed  by 
S.M.O. 

Closed  by  M.O.II. 
and  iipi>rovcd  by 
S..M.O. 

Tota  l. 

Measles  ... 

73 

8 

81 

Whoo{)ing  Cough 

37 

3 

40 

Scarlet  Fever 

lO 

1 

11 

Mumps 

10 

2 

12 

Cliickenpox  .. 

29 

... 

29 

Diphtheria  ... 

Influenza 

4 

29 

2 

8 

6 

37 

Totals 

192 

1 

1 

j 

216 

Huoienic  Condition  of  Schools. 

Attention  has  been  called  to  any  condition  mentioned  on 
the  Medical  Inspector’s  “Follow-up”  Sanitary  Keport  which 
seemed  really  urgent.  In  a number  of  instances  where 
expensive  structural  alterations  would  have  been  necessary  to 
properly  remedy  the  condition  temporary  amendments  have 
been  accepted.  A considerable  nundx'r  of  minor  improve- 
ments have  been  carried  out  dtiring  the  year. 

Uncleanliness. 

The  School  Nurses  have  paid  surprise  visits  to  schools  on 
numerous  occasions  and  examined  the  heads  of  tlie  children 
for  verminous  or  infectious  conditions.  Tho  numher  of 
children  so  examined  runs  into  many  thousands.  Every 
school  in  the  County  has  been  thus  visited  at  least  oncxj  during 
tho  year  and  many  of  them  several  times. 

Two  .successful  prosecutions  were  undertaken  at  Sandbach  and 
• Nantwich  for  failure  to  com])ly  with  the  Bye-law  relating  to  attend- 
ance at  school  : the  children  conccnied  had  verminous  heads  and 
despite  repeated  visits  by  the  Nurse  the  parents  failed  to 
cleanse  them  so  as  to  render  them  fit  to  attend  school.  Penal- 
ties were  inflicted  in  both  cases  and  the  effect  in  the  district 
has  been  very  salutary. 

First  T^id  for  Occidents 

I have  not  yet  acted  upon  the  resolution  of  your  Com- 
mittee to  purchase  simple  first-aid  dressings  for  schools 


i 
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because  the  prices  cpioted  would  have  led  to  the  cost  almost 
trebling  the  estimate.  I hope  to  provide  this  very  necessary 
outfit  when  prices  again  become  normal. 

Miscellaneous  Work. 

The  work  of  examining  candidates  for  bursaries,  children 
prior  to  receiving  swimming  instruction,  &o.,  has  proceeded 
much  as  usual  and  there  is  nothing  worthy  of  special  comment 
in  connection  with  it. 


•Recommendation. 

I have  only  one  rc'coiumendatlon  to  make  and  that  is  that 
your  Committee  should  authorise  me  to  re-arrange  the  duties 
of  the  School  Nurses  by  lessoning  the  areas  in  which  they  work, 
extending  their  duties  to  home  visitation  under  the  Council’s 
Tuberculosis  Scheme  and  Maternity  and  Child-welfare 
Scheme,  bringing  in  the  Nurses  appointed  by  the  Council 
under  the.so  two  last-named  schemes  to  do  medical  inspection 
work  and  apportioning  the  cost  accordingly.  The  result  will- 
ho  that  instead  of  having  six  Nurses  devoting  their  whole  time 
to  medical  inspector!  work  you  will  have  eighteen  Nurses 
devoting  one-third  of  their  time  to  this.  The  travelling  ex- 
penses will,  I am  sure,  shew  a saving  in  all  the  three  schemes 
nientioncd.  The  Nurses  will  get  to  know  their  district  and 
their  people  better  and  will  know  their  children’s  history 
before  they  actually  come  to  attend  school.  The  possibility 
of  friction  with  parents  will  be  less  than  it  would  bo  with 
three  different  Nurses  visiting  the  homo  on  separate  errands 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Nurse  will  gradually  come  to  be  looked 
at  as  tlic  friend  of  tho  people  for  all  health  purposes.  The 
Hoard  of  Education  and  the  Local  Government  Board  arc 
Iroth  prepared  to  sanction  this  arrangement. 

MEREDITH  YOUNG, 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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